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ERIC J. SCHMERTZ 

Malachy T. Mahon* 

I first met Eric Schmertz forty-three years ago, not long after I was 
appointed Dean of what was to become Hofstra University School of 
Law.  He was a tenured member of the Business School faculty with an 
already very distinguished career in labor relations.  President Clifford 
Lord, obviously delighted by Eric’s many works for the University, 
mentioned Eric’s interest in the new school.  My Fordham colleague 
Joseph Crowley told me that he too had heard from Eric about his 
interest in my faculty plans, but that he felt obliged to note that another 
fellow, one Samuel Kaynard at the NLRB, was also interested. 

We all know what happened.  Suitably impressed by Eric’s great 
professional credentials and ebullient personality, I invited him to come 
over to the School of Law faculty.  Later Sam Kaynard, who would have 
also been invited if at the time I had a second line available for Labor 
Law, left the NLRB and accepted Eric’s own invitation to join our full-
time faculty, forming the core of what was to be Hofstra’s successful 
and prominent labor law program. 

Eric had no class responsibilities during our first year due to the 
nature of his courseload, but from the very first meeting of the small 
Charter Faculty on January 30, 1970, he enthusiastically shared in the 
business of planning the curriculum, programs, and policies of the new 
school with our colleagues Burton Agata, Judith Younger, David 
Kadane, Josephine King, Robert Hanlon, and Eugene Wypyski.  And, of 
course, he would later take the helm as Dean himself, and with the 
lovely Harriette, would lavish their hospitality upon faculty and 
prospective donors. 

Throughout his years as my colleague and leader, Eric displayed 
patience, equanimity, concern for the growth of the institution and the 
welfare of its faculty and students, and a great sense of humor.  Who can 
forget how he especially enjoyed the faculty roasts of himself that he 
invited at dinners organized purportedly to honor one occasion or 
another?  But he never did get to appoint the Assistant Dean for Haute 
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Cuisine that at one such event I asserted he secretly coveted. 
Eric J. Schmertz was a loyal and faithful steward of the School of 

Law he helped found. 
 


