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IN MEMORY OF ERIC J. SCHMERTZ 

John DeWitt Gregory*  

I am delighted, flattered, honored, and grateful at having been 
accorded the privilege to write a few words in dedication to Eric J.  
Schmertz.  He was my Dean, and he was my friend. 

Because the space I have is limited, I cannot regale readers with the 
many stories that I could tell about Eric, some touching, some hilarious, 
and most beyond simple characterization. Instead, let me catalogue some 
of Eric’s qualities that came to mind as I began to think about this essay. 
Out of many, I have selected just four, and they are integrity, generosity, 
style, and friendship. 

Eric Schmertz’s integrity was beyond measure. When important 
matters arose, he would think about them carefully, consult with his 
colleagues on our faculty, reflect, and then decide in a way that 
evidenced a superbly well-calibrated moral compass. Most importantly, 
his decisions invariably reflected, as far as I could tell, not what would 
be good for Eric, but what would be best for the institution, his 
colleagues here, the students, and the community. 

Generosity was invariably on display as Eric administered this 
institution, and as far as I can tell from what I have heard, he was 
generous in other aspects of his life and his career, which had an impact 
far beyond Hofstra Law School. 

Did the man have style?  Many of us had rarely if ever appeared in 
black tie, let alone purchased our own tuxedos, until the era of Eric.  But 
we remember fondly the many events—some official and others just for 
fun—at which we gladly wore our dinner suits and black bow ties.  
Someone recently asked me if Eric really drove a red Jaguar with a 
license plate that read “LAWDEAN.”  He did.  Indeed, he did. 

Friendship—I began these reflections with the statement that Eric 
Schmertz was my friend. I know that many people, whether they read 
these words or not, would attest to what a wonderful friend he was. To 
the members of his family, and to his beloved wife Harriette especially I 
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have no doubt that he was the best friend in the world.  These qualities, 
taken together, clearly made Eric J. Schmertz that truly rare being—a 
good man. 

Permit me to make one personal reference.  I hope you will not 
think me maudlin when I confess that I love Hofstra Law School.  This 
place has given me more than anyone could ever have had any right to 
expect, particularly a working-class kid from Glen Cove.  My fondest 
memory by far, during all of some forty years here, was being asked by 
Eric Schmertz to serve as his Vice Dean. For me, those were the days.  
Yes, in those dear days we knew how to laugh and laugh we did. But I 
hasten to add that influenced by Eric’s splendid example, we took our 
work seriously without taking ourselves too seriously.  Often Eric would 
refer, as he put it, to “my faculty”—not in a proprietary way, but always 
in a caring (dare I say loving) way? 

There are two words that young people often and inaccurately 
overuse—amazing and awesome. But these words are absolutely 
accurate when applied to Eric J. Schmertz. He was amazing! He was 
awesome! 

 


